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Attitudes and prospects of change in teacher
education in Israel: Opportunities and
threats

Nitza Schwabsky

This study examines the opportunities for and the threats to teacher education
in the wake of the Dovrat Commission's recommendations. It was based
on 82 teacher educators' attitudes toward and predictions of the anticipated
change in a college of education in central Israel. Data were collected from
two groups of teacher educators at two time-points between the publication
of the interim proposal and that of the final recommendations. The closed
questions in the attitudes questionnaire were processed quantitatively, while
the contents of the open questions were analyzed qualitatively. Findings reveal
both opportunities for and threats to teacher education. While the respondents
anticipated the reinforcement of the academic aspects of teacher education,
they predicted a reduction in the time devoted to practical preparation. They
also predicted the bolstering of future teachers' professional and personality-
based qualifications. The respondents anticipated only minor changes in
their work. The desire for change was manifestly greater among holders of
doctorates. Support for the recommendations as opportunities for and threats
to teacher education diminished at the second time-point. The policy-makers'
awareness of the opportunities and threats, of candidates' characteristics,
and of the inclusion of the above characteristics in the planning of future
reforms, may well augment teacher educators' support of future reforms and
occasion their success.

Key words: educational reforms, organizational change, teacher education.

E-mail: nitzasch@gmail.com
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Conditions for educational change processes in
educational settings: Multiplicity of educational
alternatives and responsible agency

Malka Gorodetsky, Tzila Weiss

This paper provides a model for the analysis of educational processes of
learning and change within communities. The model is based on a two-step
analysis. The first step is a content analysis of understandings as expressed
in the educational communities' discussions, and the second one is an
interpretative analysis based on two dimensions. One dimension refers to
the availability of optional educational alternatives of ideas and possibilities,
ranging from mono to a multiplicity. The second dimension expresses the
nature of the agency, ranging from a deterministic approach toward change
to a volitional one. The obtained pattern of advancement of the discourse
along these dimensions has a reflective potential in guiding the discussions
in real time or in a retrospective analysis. The use of the model is exemplified
in the analysis of two educational communities.

Key words: change processes,conversation analysis,educational autonomy,
educational communities.

E-mail: malka@bgu.ac.il
tzilawe@education.gov.il
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An identity-building journey

Orna Shatz Openheimer, Esther Kalnitsky

This paper describes the research that was conducted about a journey
undertaken by graduates of a college of education to Ethiopia. The graduates,
who are natives of Ethiopia, live in Israel and study in a unique teacher
education program. Questionnaires were administered to the students/
graduates both prior to the journey and upon their return. In addition,
personal interviews were held with all the participants during the journey.
The findings that emerged from the combination of methods are as follows:
An analysis of the contents of the open questions dealing with the goals
and expectations of the journey and a qualitative narrative analysis of the
interviews reveal that the individuals undertaking the journey were mainly
preoccupied with their inner identities. The journey occasioned an encounter
between the student teachers and their original culture and created an inner
dialog between the world from which they came and their existential present.
In this way, they reexamined the various components of their personal,
cultural, and professional identities. The journey exposed the participants
to a fabric of experiences, sights, and questions, and served as a lever for
personal empowerment in the three above mentioned identity domains.

Key words: the Ethiopian community; multiculturalism; personal, cultural,
and professional identities.

E-mail: schatz@macam.ac.il
kester@macam.ac.il
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The professional identity of counseling students
as reflected in learning events

Sarah Rosenau, Itzhak Gilat

The goals of the present study were to examine the professional views and
knowledge of counseling students as well as their professional development
during training. Forty-four M.Ed. students described well-remembered
learning events, and explained what they had learned about themselves as
prospective counselors.

The findings of the qualitative analysis yielded five aspects of counseling
and four components of professional identity: knowledge, awareness,
skills, and ethics. The quantitative analysis examined the frequencies of
those components and their relationships to background characteristics.
This analysis showed that the growth of personal awareness was more
prevalent among first-year students, whereas knowledge was more
prevalent among second-year students. The findings have implications for
counseling preparation programs and may help to develop a repertoire of
learning events.

Key words: counseling students, learning events, professional identity.

E-mail: rosarah@post.tau.ac.il
gilati@netvision.net.il
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"Power and knowledge" in pedagogy
advisors' life stories

Nurit Dvir

This article reexamines the term "power/knowledge relations" as defined
by Foucault through pedagogy advisors' life stories in teacher education in
Israel. An analysis of their life stories reveals multiple interpretations of the
term power/knowledge relations. On the one hand, the narrative reflects their
subordination to the system and the fact that power relations act upon on
them. On the other, the pedagogy advisors' narratives present their unique
ways of struggling, objecting, and striving for meaningful educational-
social changes. Their perceptions regarding power and knowledge influence
their pedagogical role perceptions, the meaning of their practice, and their
professional knowledge.

Key words: Foucault, life stories, pedagogy advisors, power and knowledge.

E-mail: nuritdvi@smkb.ac.il
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Induction program for beginning teachers in
Bedouin schools in the south of Israel

Ruida Abu-Rass

This article represents the findings of a two-year research study that was
conducted in the unique environment of Bedouin schools in the Negev in
the south of Israel. The aim of the research was to examine the contribution
of the major components of the induction program which are the mentors
and the induction workshop to newly recruited teachers in Bedouin schools.
A comparison was made between the contribution of the above mentioned
components to local teachers (Bedouin Arabs) and their contribution to
non-local teachers, who are recruited from other Arab towns in the northern
and central parts of Israel. Research participants comprised 175 first-year
teachers who attended induction workshops in three colleges: Kaye College
in Beer Sheva, Al-Qassymie College in Baka Al-Gharbya and Beit Berl
College in Kfar Saba. The participants completed a questionnaire that was
developed for purposes of the research. In addition to the questionnaire,
interviews were conducted, and observations in induction workshops took
place. Three measures of the program's contribution were used: emotional,
professional and ecological-organizational. Findings reveal statistically
significant differences between the local and the non-local teachers in these
three measures. An analysis of the interaction between the components
of the program and the new teachers shows the components' professional
contribution to be much higher among the local teachers. However, there
was no difference between locals and non-locals in emotional support. While
the mentor plays a cardinal role in the induction program, the local teachers
value his contribution much more highly than the non-locals. The induction
workshop is essential for providing support in the three areas: emotional,
professional, and ecological-organizational.

Key words: Bedouin Arabs sector, induction program.

E-mail: aburas@bgu.ac.il
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"I enjoy teaching, getting pupils to think as a
result of literature': Challenges in teaching
literature in the secondary school

llana Elkad-Lehman, Itzhak Gilat

This paper presents research that was conducted among 79 secondary-
school literature teachers who participated in in-service courses where they
encountered approaches for developing thinking through teaching literature.
The paper presents mixed method research, which combines quantitative and
qualitative methods, and is based principally on the findings of a questionnaire
completed by the teachers. The aim of the research was to shed light on the
conceptions, stances, and practice of secondary-school literature teachers
in Israel, pursuant to the aspiration of the country's educational policy
makers to include thinking in teaching in general, and in literature teaching
in particular, while promoting teaching toward meaningful learning. The
research question we posed was: How can we characterize literature teaching
in secondary schools in Israel from the point of view of the literature teachers?
The theoretical basis for the research consists of an overview of approaches
for developing thinking; relating to the theory of knowledge, learning and
teaching that focuses on constructivist approaches to knowledge; describing
the links between literature teaching and constructivism; and the background
concerning literature teaching in Israel in relation to the development of
thinking and/or to constructivist approaches in education.

The research findings reveal the teachers' stances regarding the goals of
teaching literature; the school teaching environment in general and the teaching/
learning environment in literature lessons in particular; the constructivist
stances held by the teachers with regard to learning; and also the difficulties
experienced by the teachers when teaching literature today. Our conclusions
posit that by means of the proper preparation, along with the introduction of
change into the curricula and the ways of evaluating, it is possible to hope for
a change in the ways of teaching literature.

Key words: constructivism, teaching literature in the secondary school,
thinking development.

E-mail: elkahal @macam.ac.il; gilati@netvision.net.il
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Using stories to support learning of mathematics
among low-achieving students: A comparison
between visual and textual mediators

Orit Broza, Yifat Ben-David Kolikant

The goal of the program "Lehavin Plus" is to assist students at risk of under-
achievement in mathematics in primary schools. It fosters the understanding
of the meaning of the concepts studied through the use of contextual stories
using language and situations from the students' world. In this work, we
examined the option of changing the medium by which stories were
presented from texts to video clips. This change was suggested in response
to teachers' reports about students' difficulties in remembering the stories
when presented in textual form. Analysis of the interaction during a guided
activity revealed that none of the students spontaneously mentioned the
story; however, the students in the group that was introduced to the story
via video were able to transform their discourse from a procedural-oriented
discourse to one about the mathematical meaning. In contrast, the group
that studied with text experienced a smaller degree of transformation in their
discourse.

Key words: learning processes, mathematical discourse, non-achieving students.

E-mail: oritbrozal @gmail.com
yifatbdk@mscc.huji.ac.il
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