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Table Goodness of Fit Indices for CFA
% 2=273.86, df=256, p=.212 n.s.
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WA AT ,TMIIIN TP NP2 I YOI :0NnRIY 007 0 5na oy ani .(Bonferroni)
TUPTR ;(M=3.39) MNXIY WA DI T IR aRTI YIna ;(M=3.71) 03y
I ;(M=3.0) "MOXILPYLIR MANENT (M=2.83) ‘P TAWAT 079730 20 DRI
(M=2.47) 19390 7m0 TRy’ P70 ©DNNWHRT 99 292 N1 70T IRvn oy

55 29p2 ARMAT YIZPR2 TIN2? DOYIIRT DRXIY 3TN DY 1pD NIPVDI DUYRIAN 4 M7
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F(p) | SD. | M | SD. | M | SD. | M | SD. | M
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DTpON YoM
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On the dialectic nature of "critical distance":
A study on the ideological observations of
critical pedagogy

Boaz Tsabar

The article examines the ongoing failure of critical pedagogy to become
relevant and meaningful to the practice of educationalists. It has commonly
been argued that this failure is due to the inability of critical pedagogy to
transform its theoretical insights into practical solutions. In this article,
however, it is claimed that the failure of critical pedagogy can be found at an
earlier stage, namely, in its inability to adequately point to and conceptualize
the state of educational oppression. In order to base this claim, the article
analyzes critical pedagogy's ideological and epistemological diagnosis in
both its modern and post-modern forms. Furthermore, it is argued that the
unreflective commitment of critical pedagogy to the idea of criticism and
negation leads it away to digress from educational praxis.

Key words: critical pedagogy, ideology and education, modern and post-
modern in education, teacher education.

E-mail: boazrush@gmail.com
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Teachers' professional identity:
The concept and its measurement

Shraga Fisherman, Itzhak Weiss

The attempt to define the concept "teachers' professional identity" encounters
a lack of clarity that is expressed in two possible approaches. The first seeks
to present an objective definition of the term, while the second advocates
a subjective and individual interpretation of it. This study represents an
attempt to understand the teacher's professional identity objectively by
employing a Likert-type questionnaire developed from items taken from
preliminary questionnaires, a semi-open questionnaire administered to
teacher educators, and discussion groups comprising teacher educators
and teachers. A pilot study was conducted, based on 168 teachers from
elementary schools (50%), junior high schools (33%), and high schools
(17%), who responded to the 41-item Likert-type questionnaire. By
means of an exploratory factor analysis (EFA) and a confirmative factor
analysis (CFA), four factors constituting teachers' professional identity
were identified: (1) confidence in choice of profession, (2) a sense of self-
efficacy, (3) a sense of mission, and (4) the reputation of the teaching
profession.

Key words: measurement tool, teachers' professional identity.

E-mail: shraga@orot.ac.il
weissi@mail.biu.ac.il
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The factors influencing the choice of enrolling
an excellent students' teaching program -
A Case study

Ori Katzin, Asher Shkedi

This article examines the factors influencing individuals to enroll in a
prestigious teacher education program for excellent students. The high
standards are reflected in the candidate's outstanding academic records, as
well as in scholarship and in an accelerated academic track. Twenty-four
students, the entire graduating class of the program, were interviewed
in two in-depth interviews, and a four-stage analysis of their stories was
conducted. The findings reveal four interconnected factors relating to the
students' motivation and decisions to enter teaching. Three of the factors
are the "facilitating factor", the "perception of the desirable", and "extrinsic
rewards". The fourth and most influential factor is the belief that a teaching
career boosts self esteem. The findings suggest a target population worthy of
recruitment to teacher education programs in general and teaching programs
for liberal arts subjects in particular.

Key words: teaching career choice, teaching Jewish studies, the program for
excellent students.

E-mail: ori katzin@mail.huji.ac.il
msshkedi@mscc.huji.ac.il
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The integration of the graduates
of the democratic program into the
education system

Itay Hess

Forty graduates of the democratic program implemented at a college
of education completed questionnaires assessing factors of satisfaction
with the program and with their practice. Twelve graduates also reported
their own perceptions by means of individual open interviews. The
findings indicated that a majority of the graduates were integrated into
teaching mostly in democratic schools. No correlation was found between
integration and the graduates' academic and personal backgrounds. Most of
the graduates reported that the program contributed to the implementation
of principles of democratic education in schools. The graduates also
reported that they required additional knowledge for better supporting
students with special needs.

Key words: democratic education, integration into teaching, teacher education.

E-mail: itayhhh@gmail.com
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"That's not part of my job'": The elements
of kindergarten teachers' organizational
citizenship behavior in Israel

Masada Studny, Yizhar Oplatka

The term 'organizational citizenship behavior' deals with the non-obligatory
aspects of the individual's work that are likely to contribute to the efficient
functioning of the organization. The goals of the research presented in this
article are to identify elements of kindergarten teachers' organizational
citizenship behavior and to reveal its underlying motives. The research
was based on the qualitative paradigm, and the research tool was a semi-
structured interview.

The research shows that the kindergarten teachers' organizational
citizenship behavior occurs in five arenas: the pedagogical arena, the arena
of the professional community, the arena of the children, the arena of the
parents, and the arena of the social community. The motives underlying the
citizenship behavior are personal (family background, giving as a way of
life, considering one's job to be a mission, professional commitment, and
satisfaction) and organizational-systemic (the influence of the educational
inspector, a feeling of autonomy in performing the job, characteristics of
the children in the kindergarten, the prevailing atmosphere among the
work teams, and the need to diminish the feeling of loneliness).

Key words: early childhood education, kindergarten teacher's role,
organizational citizenship behavior.

E-mail: masada@Gordon.ac.il
oplatka@post.tau.ac.il

VIII é Dapim 51/ Masada Studny, Yizhar Oplatka



Men and women in education and
computer studies: Motives and family
and gender perceptions

llana Avissar, Nurit Dvir

This study compares the motives of men and women studying education
with those studying computers as regards to career choice, family and career
perceptions and gender orientation. The research tool was a questionnaire
with a sample population of 221 participants. The findings indicate those
majoring in education (men and women) to be motivated mostly by the
need to 'contribute to the individual and to society' and to frequently possess
modern perceptions of family and career. In addition, the findings reveal
that the most prevalent orientation in the male group was "androgyny" —
a combination of both male and female characteristics. Conversely, the
computer majors (men and women) were more motivated by 'status
and financial gain' and perceived relationships in a more conservative
manner. The findings show that the males usually manifested a masculine
orientation. The most prevalent gender orientation in the two female
groups was the feminine orientation.

Key words: career choice, family and career, gender orientation.

E-mail: Ilana_avi@smkb.ac.il
nurit_dvi@smkb.ac.il
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"Make your voice heard" — The individual
voice in a distance learning literature course

Naomi Tenneh

This paper presents research conducted in the wake of writing and running
an academic distance learning literature course focusing on the poetry of
leading female poets in modern Hebrew literature. In order to increase the
learners' willingness to tackle the poetic text, which demands attention
and in-depth study — attributes with which the contemporary reader is not
automatically endowed — the course was held in an online environment
in which, I assumed, conditions for discourse on poetry would be created
by implementing diverse learning methods. This type of learning, which
is clearly social in character, occurs simultaneously on two levels: (1) the
personal level (positioning the reader in relation to the literary text), and
(2) the level of the interpersonal voice (positioning the learner in relation to
the interpretative community).

The research focuses on a description of the learning process as a
discourse among learners following the course assignments I wrote.
The assignments were also devised by mobilizing most of the resources
afforded by an online environment. The research does not pretend to lay
down laws about such a complex methodological topic as teaching and
studying poetry, but rather it indicates the hidden potential of virtual
media that are expanding into learning processes in front of our very eyes.
In the dispute regarding the integration of virtual media into teaching and
learning processes, I am firmly on the supporting side.

Key words: discourse inquiry, distance learning in academic courses,
gender, literature teaching.
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